The Royal Academy of Medicine in Ireland
The Royal Academy of Medicine in Ireland was formed in November 1882 by the coming together of four main medical societies -the Dublin Society of Surgeons, the Medical Society of the College of Physicians, the Pathological Society and the Dublin Obstetrical Society. The Founding Fathers had great breadth of vision. Instead of a loose federation of the four societies, they envisaged a completely new and dignified body -an academic version of the Royal Colleges. It was to consist of a President and Council, Fellows, Members and Student Associates and there was provision for the election of Honorary Fellows.
The four original Medical Societies became Sections of the Academy. Each Section had its own President and Council and operated independently but under the general guidance and coordination of the General Council.
The Presidency was seen as an officeof great honour almost on a level with those of the Royal Colleges. It is still regarded as one of the great offices in Irish medicine. Since 1882 there have been 38 Presidents all of them leaders of the profession and all devoting their time and talents to furthering the interests of the Academy. The Presidential term is two years and there is no provision for a second term of office.
The General Secretary is not only the Chief Executive but the permanent anchor of the Academy. In the 107 years of its existence the Academy has had eight Secretaries including the present secretary and the average term of office has been 15 years.
By 1885 the Academy felt secure and confident enough to elect 16 Honorary Fellows including such historic people as Sir James Paget, Louis Pasteur, von Recklinghausen and Robert Koch.
The main work of the Academy has always been conducted at Section meetings. Soon after the formation of the Academy, two extra Sections -Public Health and Anatomy & Physiology were formed and these six Sections constituted the Academy for 43 years. Then came a rush of Sections and now we have 18 Sections all diligently pursuing their separate aims within the general framework of the Academy.
The Academy is now very active and holds several meetings a week sometimes in the College of Physicians or the College of Surgeons or in a hospital, depending on the interests of the Section concerned. Sections also hold 'out of town' meetings in Belfast, Cork or Galway or perhaps with a corresponding Section of the Royal Society of Medicine in London or Dublin.
The Victorian founders laid down in great detail the precise way in which a Section meeting should be conducted 'no presentation to exceed twenty minutes, no speaker to the paper to exceed ten minutes, no pathological specimen to be exhibited at any Section other than the pathological' and so on. Yet the tradition they established of dignified yet informal scientific meetings free of medical politics or personal animosities has happily persisted over the years.
Nowadays each Section meets about four or five times during the Academic year and Sections arrange their speakers and agendas to suit their particular interest. The surgeons have a clinical meeting, a guest lecture, an out-of-town meeting and a registrar's prize meeting, the pathologists have a slide seminar and a registrar's prize meeting, the dermatologists have a visiting lecturer, a clinical meeting and a registrar's prize meeting. Other Sections have similar meetings.
The registrar's prize -the bronze medal of the Academy is very popular with the Sections and has produced some excellent presentations. The Academy medal comes in two forms -the bronze for the registrars and the silver medal which is presented to those who deliver one of the prize lectures of which there are three -the Graves lecture, the Saint Luke's lecture and the Conway Review lecture. These lectures are awarded to postgraduates as a result of an open competition and are widely prized. There is one silver gilt medal which was presented to President Hillery when he accepted the Honorary Fellowship of the Academy.
The Academy is now open to doctors and persons interested in the science and practice of medicine and allied subjects. Applications to join are submitted to the Executive Committee. Consultants and those of equivalent status are admitted as Fellows, others are admitted as Members. Fellows and Members of the Academy come from the 32 counties of Ireland including Northern Ireland and, of the last four Presidents, two came from the North.
The Academy publishes a monthly Journal -The Irish Journal of Medical Scienceone of the oldest medical journals in these islands. It is a journal of scientific excellence and is cited in Current Contents.
The Academy is now in a very strong position. Its prize lectures and Presidential meetings are the highlights of the medical year, the bronze medals are regarded as hallmarks of success. The Academy's special role is that of providing a forum for the cut and thrust of professional debate so essential to scientific progress.
The Royal Academy has close fraternal ties with the Royal Society of Medicine: Fellows of the RSM are welcome to attend Academy meetings, journals are exchanged and the President of the RSM is a corresponding Vice President of the Academy with a corresponding honour for the President of the Academy. A number ofjoint meetings of corresponding Sections have been held and the Academy is always seeking ways to strengthen the ties between the two bodies. 
Malachy Powell

